
Table1a.
Average Monthly Poverty by Selected Characteristics: 2004–2006—Con.
[Numbers in thousands]

Characteristic

2004 2005 2006

Total

Average monthly poverty

Total

Average monthly poverty

Total

Average monthly poverty

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Esti-
mate

90 per-
cent C.I.2 

(+/-)
Esti-
mate

90 per-
cent C.I.2 

(+/-)
Esti-
mate

90 per-
cent C.I.2 

(+/-)
Esti-
mate

90 per-
cent C.I.2 

(+/-)
Esti-
mate

90 per-
cent C.I.2 

(+/-)
Esti-
mate

90 per-
cent C.I.2 

(+/-)

All People. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  287,757 39,500 625 13.7 0.2 290,647 39,560 659 13.6 0.2 293,198 39,507 981 13.5 0.3

Race and Hispanic Origin
White Alone3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         231,895 27,212 532 11.7 0.2 233,922 27,340 561 11.7 0.2 235,841 27,276 835 11.6 0.3
		  White Alone, non-Hispanic4. . . . . . . . . .           194,480 18,744 448 9.6 0.2 195,325 18,894 474 9.7 0.2 196,315 18,535 699 9.4 0.3
Black Alone3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         36,044 9,099 269 25.2 0.7 36,450 9,021 282 24.7 0.8 36,832 9,033 453 24.5 1.2
Asian Alone3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         9,842 1,230 112 12.5 1.1 10,004 1,210 117 12.1 1.1 10,116 1,234 189 12.2 1.8
Hispanic4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            40,600 9,280 343 22.9 0.8 42,059 9,207 370 21.9 0.9 43,355 9,588 510 22.1 1.2
Non-Hispanic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         247,157 30,219 557 12.2 0.2 248,589 30,353 588 12.2 0.2 249,843 29,919 858 12.0 0.3

Age
Under 18 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       72,762 14,058 392 19.3 0.5 73,032 14,178 414 19.4 0.5 72,992 14,208 617 19.5 0.8
18 to 64 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        180,404 22,471 477 12.5 0.3 182,570 22,400 505 12.3 0.3 184,660 22,265 758 12.1 0.4
65 yYears and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    34,592 2,971 182 8.6 0.5 35,046 2,982 193 8.5 0.5 35,545 3,033 289 8.5 0.8

Sex
Male. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                140,703 17,616 421 12.5 0.3 142,228 17,519 457 12.3 0.3 143,586 17,606 660 12.3 0.5
Female. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              147,054 21,884 462 14.9 0.3 148,419 22,041 509 14.9 0.3 149,611 21,901 726 14.6 0.5

Educational attainment  
(people 18 years and over)

Less than 4 years of high school. . . . . . . . .          26,933 6,912 275 25.7 0.9 22,428 5,733 266 25.6 1.0 20,091 5,292 380 26.3 1.6
High school graduate, no college . . . . . . . .         61,704 8,177 298 13.3 0.5 67,181 9,259 335 13.8 0.5 69,748 9,650 508 13.8 0.7
One or more years of college . . . . . . . . . . .            126,358 10,353 333 8.2 0.3 128,006 10,389 354 8.1 0.3 130,366 10,356 525 7.9 0.4

Disability status
  (people 15 to 69 years)
With a work disability. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   24,191 6,127 259 25.3 0.9 25,903 6,355 279 24.5 0.9 25,712 6,431 418 25.0 1.4
With no work disability. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  178,415 19,095 444 10.7 0.2 179,290 18,709 466 10.4 0.3 181,959 18,765 694 10.3 0.4

Residence
Metropolitan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          240,315 31,524 567 13.1 0.2 241,173 31,040 594 12.9 0.2 238,937 30,256 874 12.7 0.4
Nonmetropolitan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      47,442 7,975 298 16.8 0.6 49,475 8,520 324 17.2 0.6 54,261 9,250 502 17.0 0.9

Region
Northeast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            53,718 7,117 282 13.2 0.5 53,832 6,761 290 12.6 0.5 53,744 6,610 426 12.3 0.8
Midwest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             64,566 8,112 301 12.6 0.4 64,888 8,116 317 12.5 0.5 65,087 7,921 466 12.2 0.7
South. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               103,249 15,678 412 15.2 0.4 104,790 16,034 439 15.3 0.4 106,387 16,255 657 15.3 0.6
West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               66,223 8,593 309 13.0 0.4 67,138 8,649 326 12.9 0.5 67,979 8,721 488 12.8 0.7

See footnotes at end of table.
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Family status
In families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           240,459 29,230 549 12.2 0.2 242,714 29,475 580 12.1 0.2 244,399 29,556 865 12.1 0.3
		  With related children under 18 years. . .    153,823 24,768 510 16.1 0.3 155,945 25,127 540 16.1 0.3 156,338 25,093 804 16.1 0.5
In married-couple families. . . . . . . . . . . . . .               184,670 13,717 387 7.4 0.2 186,115 13,820 409 7.4 0.2 187,698 13,712 606 7.3 0.3
		  With related children under 18 years. . .    113,636 10,870 346 9.6 0.3 115,272 11,031 367 9.6 0.3 116,094 10,827 542 9.3 0.5
In families with a female householder,
  no husband present. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   43,093 13,501 384 31.3 0.8 43,996 13,803 409 31.4 0.8 44,179 13,945 611 31.6 1.2
		  With related children under 18 years. . .    32,612 12,305 367 37.7 0.9 32,929 12,591 391 38.2 1.0 32,712 12,745 586 39.0 1.4
In families with a male householder,
  no wife present . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      12,696 2,012 151 15.8 1.1 12,603 1,853 153 14.7 1.1 12,522 1,898 230 15.2 1.7
		  With related children under 18 years. . .    7,575 1,594 135 21.0 1.6 7,745 1,504 138 19.4 1.6 7,533 1,521 206 20.2 2.5
Unrelated individuals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   47,298 10,270 337 21.7 0.6 47,934 10,084 352 21.0 0.7 48,798 9,950 520 20.4 1.0
		  In non-family households. . . . . . . . . . . .             43,463 8,902 314 20.5 0.7 44,425 8,846 330 19.9 0.7 45,462 8,722 488 19.2 1.0

Employment and labor force status 
(people 18 years and over)

Employed absent from work . . . . . . . . . . . .             2,455 565 80 23.0 2.9 2,596 561 84 21.6 2.9 2,482 534 118 21.5 4.2
Employed full-time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     110,348 4,583 226 4.2 0.2 112,261 4,691 241 4.2 0.2 114,430 4,880 352 4.3 0.3
Employed part-time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    29,169 4,039 213 13.8 0.7 28,998 3,974 222 13.7 0.7 29,035 3,864 314 13.3 1.0
Unemployed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,063 2,476 167 40.8 2.1 5,335 2,413 174 45.2 2.4 4,613 2,164 236 46.9 3.7
Not in labor force. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      66,961 13,779 384 20.6 0.5 68,424 13,742 404 20.1 0.5 69,647 13,856 582 19.9 0.8

Marital status  
(people 18 years and over)

Married . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             121,125 8,193 298 6.8 0.2 120,879 8,065 313 6.7 0.3 121,606 7,972 463 6.6 0.4
Separated, divorced, or widowed . . . . . . . .         41,636 7,681 289 18.4 0.6 42,257 7,759 308 18.4 0.7 42,487 7,711 456 18.1 1.0
Never married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        52,234 9,567 321 18.3 0.6 54,480 9,558 340 17.5 0.6 56,113 9,615 507 17.1 0.8

Family size
1 person (unrelated individual) . . . . . . . . . .           47,298 10,270 337 21.7 0.6 47,934 10,084 352 21.0 0.7 48,798 9,950 520 20.4 1.0
2 people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             69,145 6,375 267 9.2 0.4 67,568 6,004 273 8.9 0.4 66,796 5,802 400 8.7 0.6
3 people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             52,212 5,791 255 11.1 0.5 52,252 5,640 265 10.8 0.5 52,339 5,624 394 10.7 0.7
4 people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             60,049 6,902 278 11.5 0.4 62,393 7,422 303 11.9 0.5 63,407 7,410 451 11.7 0.7
5 people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             34,021 4,843 234 14.2 0.6 34,941 5,290 257 15.1 0.7 35,677 5,511 390 15.4 1.0
6 or more people. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      25,032 5,319 245 21.2 0.9 25,560 5,119 253 20.0 0.9 26,181 5,209 379 19.9 1.3

1 In wave 9 of the SIPP 2004 Panel, a 53 percent sample reduction was made.  The 2006 standard error calculations use “a” and “b” parameters that account for the sample cut.

2 A 90 percent confidence interval (C.I.) is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. 

3 Federal surveys, including the SIPP 2004 Panel, give respondents the option of reporting more than one race.  These data can be shown to in two ways: (1) as mutually exclusive from other race groups,
which may be denoted by “alone” or (2) not mutually exclusive with other race groups, denoted by “alone or in combination with other race groups.”  The figures, tables, and text in this report show race using the first method.  

4  Hispanics may be any race, data in this report for Hispanics overlap data for racial groups.  Data users should exercise caution when interpreting aggregate results for these groups because they consist of many 
distinct subgroups that differ in socioeconomic characteristics, culture, and recency of immigration.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2004 Panel. For information on confidentiality protection and sampling and nonsampling error, see <http://www.census.gov/sipp/source.html>.


